
St. ClementÕs PTO Public Meeting Minutes

Minutes

Liz led the meeting with an opening prayer. 

1. New PTO OfÞcers

! Liz  thanked everyone for coming and introduced the new PTO officers: President Liz Zwickle, 
Vice President Laura Darcy, Hospitality  Coordinator Soula Tsitos, Treasurer Sue Koppi and Secretary 
Ann Frankowski.

2. Magazine Drive:

! Christin Taggart reported that $13,731.00 has been deposited to date. The goal is $24,000 which 
looks probable.

3. Introduction of Homeroom Moms:

! Each Homeroom Mom for each grade stood up and introduced themselves. Liz talked about the 
importance of the Homeroom Mom job as support for the teachers and in getting volunteers for events and 
the busy week and month we have ahead of us (Garage Sale, Craft Fair, Halloween Party). 

Homeroom Moms:

Mrs. Molteni (K)
! Andrea Kelly
! Cindy Munter
! Jen Murawski

Mrs. Franchi (K)
! Ann Constantino
! Laura Paul
! Julie Law

Mrs. Perez (Gr 1)
! Lucy Forester
! Kathy Dufort
! Beth LaRow
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Attendance

Liz Zwickle, Laura Darcy, Soula Tsitos, Sue Koppi, Ann Frankowski, Megan Hennessey, Kim Gimbel, 
Beth La Row, Cathy Molteni, Celeste Mahoney, Julie Law, Elaine Kenny, Laura Paul, Erika O’Donnell, Jodi 
Leuchten, Christin Taggart, Andrea Kelly, Lucy Forester, Joanne McFadden, Sharon Feeley, Amy Urbaetis, 
Jenn Peek, Fran Pikus, Tina Nigro, Kathy Dufort, Jen Murawski, Janet Kramer, Antoinette Fiordimondo, 
and Diana Lambert

Mrs. Farone (Gr 1)
! Laura Darcy
! Joanne McFadden
! Liz Leyden

Mrs. Gionet (Gr 2)
! Ann Frankowski
! Liz Zwickle
! Sharon Feeley

Mrs. Stauffer (Gr 2)
! Laura Paul
" Lisa OÕBrien
! Amy Urbaetis

Mrs. Faustini (Gr 3)
" Anne OÕToole
! Mary Flaherty
! Jen Peek

Mrs. Kleindienst (Gr 3)
! Stacy DeGaray
! Fran Pikus
!
Mrs. Sullivan (Gr 4)
! Jodi Leuchten
! Amy Munn
! Christin Taggart

Mrs. LaBelle (Gr 4)
! Megan Hennessey
! Jen McCarty

Mrs. Leak (Gr 5)
! Tina Nigro
! Diana Lambert
! Celeste Mahoney
!
Mrs. Shimkus (Gr 5)
! Soula Tsitos
! Andrea Kelly
! Kim Gimbel
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4. Guest Speakers:

! The Craft Fair: Sharon Kumlander was unable to be at the meeting but Liz spoke on her behalf. The 
Craft Fair will take place on October 17th, 2009 from 9 am - 3:00. Booth space is $50.00, there are 10 spots — 
anyone interested should contact Sharon. There will also be a bake sale to boost funds, the goal is $1,000 in 
baked goods. If you can bake for the sale, drop off is Friday, October 16th during the school day or at pick up. 
Homeroom Moms will be sending home requests for baked goods. Please no toothpicks and all containers must 
be disposable. Sharon has also asked that St. Clement’s families attend the Craft Fair to show their support. 
Also, if there are any local businesses within the community where we can post a Craft Fair flyer, please do so.

! The Halloween Party: Jen McCarty, Trisha Kirbey and Stacy DeGaray could not be at the meeting, 
again Liz spoke on their behalf. The Halloween Party is on the evening of Friday, October 30th and runs in 2 
shifts: 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm for PreK - 1st graders, 7:30 pm — 8:30 pm for 2-5th graders. The Party features booths 
of games set up in the auditorium, kids can play and win a prize/candy. The Homeroom mothers are to collect 
money, schedule kitchen volunteer (set-up is 5:30)  and workers for booth set-up (2 - 5:00) and break-down (8:30 - 
9:00), and develop and produce a booth idea. Your booth should be up and running by 5:30. Time slot sign-ups 
run 1/2 hour to 3/4 hour. 

Lights are on for the first shift of little ones and then they’re dimmed for the older kids. 5th Graders design a 
Haunted Stage. Admission is a canned good for the St. Clement’s Food Pantry. Homeroom Moms should 
remind their classrooms of this. Homeroom Moms and kids to come in costume.

! The Book Fair: Elaine Kenny spoke on the book fair for this year — it is the library’s biggest fundraiser. 
The theme is Destination Book Fair: Read Around the World! The fair runs from Tuesday, Oct. 13th (the day 
after Columbus Day) through Saturday, October 17th. It will be set up in the hallway for the week and then in 
Mrs. Franchi’s room on Saturday while the Craft Fair is going on. She is in need of many volunteers, especially 
the day of the Craft Fair (from 9 - 3). You do not need to work an entire day - just let her know when you’re 
available. Please remember to put your name and phone number on the volunteer form, she has a few filled out 
forms without names.

! The St. Clement’s Parish/School Cookbook: Liz reported we have over 300 recipes at present and have 
had to upgrade to a hardcover, 3 ring binder format. The price will be $17 per book. Order forms to go out the 
week of October 12th. There is also a letter in the church bulletin. Liz was looking to boost the Kid’s Favorites 
category. The proceeds will be split among all the classes to alleviate the end of the year expenses for field trips 
and school activities.

! New Family Contact: Andrea Kelly, a veteran of St. Clement’s School, was introduced as the contact for 
new families. She has extended herself to those families in grades 1-5 and on a more casual basis to PreK families 
so as not to overwhelm them with information. Having experienced virtually every event at St. Clement’s she is a 
wealth of information for those who aren’t so familiar with the school culture.

5. PTO Meeting Suggestions/Open Forum

! Liz informed the group that the PTO is looking for input on how to better serve the teachers and 
parents.  Please let us know what you want from your PTO. Meeting dates and agendas will be posted regularly 
and we encourage everyone to “have a say.” 

! The PTO will post their brochure online so everyone will be able to access committee contact 
information. The PTO now has a quarterly newsletter that is available online in the family envelope section and 
features upcoming events and helpful articles on how to get the best educational experience for our kids. 
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! Mrs. Molteni said she tried to print the PTO Newsletter from the website but had difficulty 
downloading. Ann will provide her with a printout.

! Some of the new ideas the PTO is working on are:
 a.  Guest Speakers for each public meeting — suggestions welcome.
 b.  Homeroom Moms will be invited to create a more viable liaison with teachers.

c.  Teachers will be here to talk about what’s going on in their grades/classrooms.

! Christin Taggart (Magazine Committee member) asked Mrs. Molteni when the best time was to talk to 
teachers during the school day as she didn’t want to interrupt the teaching process. Mrs. Molteni said they are 
used to interruptions but do try and check their mailboxes twice a day for any messages. Mrs. Kromm also has a 
schedule for each teacher and can let you know when is a good time to contact them.

! Mrs. Sullivan wanted everyone to know that the 4th Grade has a field trip coming up but that parents can 
not chaperone or drive unless they have completed the Virtus Training and signed the Code of Conduct. 
Homeroom Moms should remind parents that they need to complete both tasks before volunteering for any event 
that involves children.

! Ann Frankowski talked about her experience with changing schools and learning what the PTO does. 
She explained that the PTO is comprised of all  parents and all  teachers, regardless of whether they actually show 
up at a PTO meeting or volunteer for any events. And as an organization the PTO helps draft volunteers for 
school events that enrich our children’s educational experience. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come to 
the PTO officers and offer a suggestion or give feedback. This is the PTO’s function — as officers they relay 
information to the teachers and Mrs. Kromm working to achieve better communication.

! Liz asked for volunteers for the garage sale set-up on Friday and during the Sale on Saturday. A sign-up 
sheet was circulated and Laura reported that Spa Catholic had been contacted to send students to volunteer to 
meet their community service hours. Ann reviewed the items that we are not accepting (paint, broken items, etc.).

6. School Pride Apparel Sale

! Liz, Soula and Laura have chosen a nice variety of items to stock the Apparel Sale. Along with jerseys, 
totes, caps, & sweatshirts there will be Barbie and American Girl doll clothes that feature the St. Clement’s crest. 
Extra promotional items like caps and mugs will also be available. The merchandise is being priced. 

! Order forms to go out the first week of November. Product will be delivered 2 weeks before Christmas. 
The second wave of order forms will take place in March for the Spring.

7. Upcoming Events

! Garage Sale — October 3, 2009

! October 12 — Columbus Day (No Classes)

! October 17 — Craft Fair

! October 21 — PTO Public Meeting in the Parish Center at 2:15

! October 23 — Professional Development Day (No Classes)

! October 30 — Halloween Party 6:00 – 7:30 pm PreK - 1, 7:30 – 8:30 pm Grades 2-5


