
St. ClementÕs PTO Public Meeting Minutes

Minutes

Liz led the meeting with an opening prayer. 

1. New PTO OfÞcers

! Liz  thanked everyone for coming and introduced the PTO o!cers: President Liz Zwickle, Vice 
President Laura Darcy, Hospitality  Coordinator Soula Tsitos, Treasurer Sue Koppi and Secretary Ann 
Frankowski.

2. Guest Speakers:

! Mrs. Franchi and Mrs. Molteni: Kindergarten Information Night November 2, 2009 at 6pm

 An overview sheet was distributed describing each subject, (the website has more detail). Religion is 
everyday and integrated, bringing God into all subjects. K is part of the school community in the liturgy and 
morning prayers. The children are learning prayers/songs and and how to be part of a faith community. 
Language art is phonics based. The teachers start every lesson with a book, and the kids are very excited 
about reading. At the end of the year they know about 75-80 sight words . Math is hands on. Using magnets 
on a white board they Þnd whatÕs missing in pattern lessons Ñ Òmanipulative learningÓ. The materials used 
for Science/Social Studies  will be displayed at information night. Class trips include a pumpkin patch, a 
play at ProctorÕs, and the Þrehouse. There are also guests who visit the classroom and do presentations: 
Albany Symphony, Flying Kite Stories, 4H. Exposing kids to many learning experiences to be ready and 
motivated for grade school. Special classes/remediation and enrichment are also available. Their philosophy 
is ÒPlay Ñ itÕs a great way to learn inside and outside.Ó Information night will include a smart board 
presentation, ÒDay in the Life of a KindergartnerÓ. Food and co"ee will be served, classrooms will be open 
for touring. 

! Mr. Stephen Lombard, Spa Catholic Interim Principal

Mr. LombardÕs was part of the primary drug and alcohol prevention program for BOCES. He has 2 
sons who went to Spa Catholic and a daughter who graduated from Saratoga High School. Spa Catholic is 
ÒuniqueÓ. His experience there - administration and guidance for 3 years, taught Biology, coached Basketball 
& Golf program - has given him Òmany perspectives of the school.Ó 
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Attendance

Liz Zwickle, Laura Darcy, Soula Tsitos, Sue Koppi, Ann Frankowski, Kim Gimbel, Dorothy Tyler, Tonya 
Parisi, Sam & Jennifer Hilliker, Beth La Row, Cathy Molteni, Karen Franchi, Stephen Lombard, Julie Law, 
Mary Perez, Anna Farone, Andrea Sullivan, Laura Paul, Erika OÕDonnell, Jodi Leuchten, Andrea Kelly, Lucy 
Forester, Fran Pikus, Kathy Dufort, Jen Murawski, Antoinette Fiordimondo, Donna Sta"anson, Diana 
Lambert, Carol Harper, Julie Kunz, Kathy Jerome, Lisa OÕBrien, Laura Howenstein



October 21, 2009 ! ! ! ! ! ! !           ST. CLEMENTÕS PARISH CENTER

PAGE 2 OF 5! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! DURATION: 2:15 PM - 3:30 PM

The energy is positive at Spa Catholic. Mr. Lombard says he hears frequent comments from parents and 
teachers that their kids are excited to go to school or they are excited about coming to work. 

His focus is safety and security in the community, dealing with each other as a big family, aiming to resolve 
things quickly and fairly. He is not a parishioner or parent of a student at St. ClementÕs but is willing to open up 
to learning more about St. ClementÕs and wants to ÒbridgeÓ the two school communities. 

Academically, Spa Catholic scores are above average (80 - 90% above a 3 in ELA Math Test Scores). 
Building open to visitors at all times, heÕs hands-on so he might not be in his o!ce but will get back to you and 
address any concerns.  

Mr. Lombard Þelded questions from the attendees:

¥ Will there be an Extended Day Program or class room for students staying after hours? 

Mr. Lombard says heÕs open to it and would be happy to meet and discuss it with Sr. Jane.

¥ In response to concerns about a 6th grade girl being in the same school as 18 year old boys, Mr. Lombard       
clariÞed that they would be separated by ßoors, lockers and lunch times. Advanced students are in an 8th grade 
study hall, some mixing with older kids but teachers and the principal are in the halls during transition times 
between classes.

¥ Is there a sliding scale for tuition? 

Mr. Lombard is looking into the option and has met with the Þnancial group. Some ideas being considered:      
if you commit in April there might be a reduced rate, di"erent rates for middle school vs. high school years, and 
consideration for families with multiple kids in Catholic education. HeÕs ßexible and willing to take advice from 
parents Ñ especially those with Þnancial backgrounds. Currently tuition is $6,800 per year but there is tuition 
assistance. Deadline for tuition assistance is tax day, encourages everyone to get their application in.

¥A suggestion was made to market what a student with with an aptitude for athletics might get from Spa 
Catholic vs. Public school. Mr Lombard responded that academically everyone at Spa Catholic has the same 
opportunities to create educational pathways. Proactively, the new guidance counselor is identifying 5th and 6th 
graders with an aptitude in Science and Math so they will be able to take advanced courses in 8th grade. 

¥ Where do the sports teams go to practice? 

There is no Þeld at Spa Catholic, they walk together as a group to West Side Track at Division Street. For 
Softball they go to Geyser Park or the VFW Þeld on Weibel Ave transported by vans. No Tennis. 

¥ What sports does Spa Catholic have for girls? 

Sports for girls are: Cheerleading, Cross County, Basketball, Volleyball, Bowling and Softball.

¥ Other opportunities for Language and the Arts are: Latin and Spanish for 6th Graders, Drawing and 
Painting classes for Freshmen and Sophomores. Musical Theater for 6th graders and Art 11, Theater and Drama 
for upper grades. There is also a new English teacher so middle school kids can have more art options like Band 
and Music. Mr. Lombard has also reinstated recess, feels it is critical to kidsÕ development. (They had a 
management issue that has been resolved). Kids are so structured these days, recess is important for balance.

¥There is a rumor that Spa Catholic students can not graduate with an Advanced Regions Degree Ñ       
Not True. Spa Catholic is a College Prep program with strength in Reading, Writing and Arithmetic,  it doesnÕt 
have Home Ec or Business courses. Focused on College preparatory courses: Algebra, Geometry, TrigonoÐ
metry, Calculus, Life Science, Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Forensic Science, English. 81% of the 
class graduated with advanced aptitude in reading. AP course program vs. UHS program  Ñ#AP is more 
accepted than UHS in colleges.
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¥ How long are you staying? 

Mr. Lombard responded Òat least 10 years, it is up to Sr. Jane but things look positive.Ó

¥ How much did the graduating class receive in scholarships? 

    $2.5 million, with 98% of students college bound.

Ultimately, Mr. Lombard wants to improve the communication between St. ClementÕs and Spa Catholic. If 
you want to have your child spend a day at Spa Catholic he will pair them up with a 6th grader, just call to make 
an appointment. Will also invite our kids to the Spa CatholicÕs Spring Musical dress rehearsal, and would like to 
get the kids from Spa over here to interact with the lower grades. There will be an open house at Spa Catholic 
during Catholic Schools week in January.

3. Miscellaneous

! The Cultural Arts Program run by Cindy Munter and Liz Leyden has arranged for Flying Kite Theater 
Productions to come to the school among other visitors. Liz thanked them for their hard work to enrich our 
program.

! Garage Sale ProÞts: Sue reported a total of $2,129.53 . The garage sale will become a yearly e"ort.

! The Magazine Drive: Sue reported that $22,000 had been deposited with a proÞt of just under $9,000.

! The Craft Fair brought in $2,800.

! The St. ClementÕs Parish/School Cookbook: Liz reported we have over 300 recipes in a hardcover, 3 ring 
binder format. The price will be $17 per book. The proceeds will be split among all the classes to alleviate the end 
of the year expenses for Þeld trips and school activities.

! The Santa Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, December 13th. Fr. Paul will be playing Santa, save the 
date. Reservation only, photos with Santa and Xmas Trees will also be available .

4. School Pride Gear

! Clothing and promotional items such as sweats (adult and children sizes), vests, ßannel pants, T-shirts, 
pencils, mugs, American Doll clothes, etc. with the St. ClementÕs logo will be available for purchase. Order forms 
to be distributed in early November with product coming in by mid-December. Great for Christmas gifts.

5. Christmas Tree Sales

! The trees will be dropped o" on the  Saturday after Thanksgiving (Nov. 28th). This event requires many 
volunteers, (please consider helping it is a lot of fun, contact Sue Koppi).  There is a pre-order for the wreaths in 
the beginning of November - these sell out very quickly. We have a great percentage of return customers. Spa 
Catholic kids help out too but we need at least 1 adult at all times to supervise and handle cash. The duration is 
Thursday and Friday evenings and all day Saturday and Sundays until December 22/23rd or when trees are gone. 



6. St. ClementÕs 2nd Annual Harvest 50/50 Rafße

! This event requires only 1 ticket to win. A total of 500 tickets will be sold with 50% of the proceeds   
going to to St. ClementÕs. The other 50% will be awarded in 8 cash prizes. Last year they raised over $30,000 
for our school which helped fund window replacement. A letter will be going out to each family at the end of 
October with 2 tickets. The committee suggests buying one ticket with family and selling the second one to a 
group of friends or co-workers. The drawing will be held at a cocktail mixer on November 21st at the Saratoga 
Holiday Inn.

7. Outreach Program

! The Outreach program run by Jen Kerr and Tonya Parisi, is a non-invasive way of helping  families in 
our school community who are in need. These volunteers make meals, provide transportation and form prayer 
lines for those who could use a little support because of illness, new family members or any variety of reasons. Let 
them know if there is anyone in our community who might beneÞt from a helping hand.

8. PTO Meeting Suggestions/Open Forum

! Liz informed the group that the PTO is looking for input on how to better serve the teachers and 
parents.  Please let us know what you want from your PTO. Meeting dates and agendas will be posted regularly 
and we encourage everyone to Òhave a say.Ó 

! The PTO will post the meeting notes online so that everyone who was not able to attend can see what 
transpired.

! A suggestion to make an e"ort to ask K parents and new families to get involved was made. Many of 
them felt they would have volunteered for more events if they had been approached. A ÒVolunteer FairÓ would be 
helpful especially to this group who is new to the school community. Booths featuring information about the 
di"erent committees with committee chairs present to explain. Since new families are inundated with 
paperwork, timing this after the Þrst few weeks of school might be best.

! The Volunteer forms should be revised to explain the committees and the job descriptions more clearly. 
Many people did not receive the descriptions so they were less apt to volunteer. 

! Many parents Þnd it hard to volunteer because of scheduling conßicts, those positions that can be 
performed at home or at night should be highlighted as such.

! Some parents were not aware that volunteering for at least 3 of the events is a requirement so more 
information and options would be helpful.

! The PTO should be at the K ÒGet Acquainted DayÓ to give these families a better chance to get 
involved, this might be a good venue for the Volunteer Fair. 

! We should all make an e"ort to be more friendly and extend ourselves to new families. Many working 
mothers donÕt have much opportunity to mix with other parents at St. ClementÕs since they are not available for 
pick up. A ÒParent MixerÓ night at a local establishment or a pot luck dinner on school grounds would give 
everyone an opportunity to meet each other and include both fathers and mothers. Name tags could be worn to 
facilitate socializing.
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! Many parents have an opportunity to devote their talents to the school. Stay-at-home moms with 
professional backgrounds could be willing to use their abilities if they knew there was a need. We should reach 
out to our parent community and ask if anyone has talents they are willing to share via a resource form and by 
informal request.

! ÒBuddy FamiliesÓ in each grade could be assigned to new families by class mothers to help navigate them 
through the school year and answer any questions. Maybe another family from the same neighborhood.

! Kindergarten lets out a week before grade school, good for working parents to know especially those 
who are new. 

9. Upcoming Events

! Halloween Party Ñ October 30th, 2009  
        6:00 Ð 7:30 pm PreK - 1, 7:30 Ð 8:30 pm Grades 2-5


 Kindergarten Information & Social Night Ñ November 4th, 2009 at 6 pm

 Ho"manÕs Car Wash Sale - November 19th Ñ December 17th, 2009

 StudentsÕ Thanksgiving Feast Ñ November 19th, 2009

 Harvest 50/50 Ra$e & Gathering Ñ November 21st, 2009

 PTO Public Meeting Ñ November 23rd, 2009 at 2:15 in the Parish Center

 Christmas Tree Sale Ñ November 28th - December 20th, 2009

 Wreath Order Pick Up Ñ November 30th, 2009
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